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INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 


SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS: 


Case Number: $H2274774 

Incident: Hit Shooting 

Incident Date: October 1, 2010 

Unit: COPS Bureau / FOR II 

Suspect: Angel Michael Mendez MH/30 

Involved Employees: 3 eee 
Deputy Jennifer M. Pederson 

EFRC Date: October 6, 2011 


On October 6, 2011, the Executive Force Review Committee consisting of 
Commander Joseph Hartshorne, Commander Tadd Rogers, and Commander 
David Fender met and reviewed the above case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated were: MPP 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3-01/025.30, Use of 
Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; and 3-01/050.10, 
Performance to Standards. 


FINDINGS: 
The Committee determined that the force used by Deputies B 


and Jennifer Pederson was reasonable, necessary, and in compliance with 
Department Policy. The Committee also determined that the tactics used by 
Deputies J and Pederson were sound and reasonable. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The Committee recommended that the unit commander continue to brief all COPS 


Bureau personnel regarding the legal issues relating to the search of inhabited 
dwellings 
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May 25, 2011 


Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


Re: J.S.1.D. File # 10-0767 
L.A.S.D. File # 010-21291-1 126-055 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attomey’s Office has 
completed its review of the October 1, 2010, non-fatal shooting of Angel Mendez and 

by Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD) Deputies and 
Jennifer Pederson. It is our conclusion that Deputies and Pederson acted in lawful self- 
defense. 


The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the LASD Homicide Bureau, submitted to 
this office by — | The District Attorney Response Team. comprised of 
Deputy District Attomey Shelly Torrealba and Senior Investigator [EEE responded and 
was given a briefing and a walk-through of the scene. No compelled statements were considered in 
this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


Deputy ana Deputy Pederson were both assigned to the LASD Community Oriented 
Policing Bureau, High Impact Team (HIT), stationed out of Lancaster Station. On October 1, 2010, 
at approximately 12:46 p.m., they went to a residence in the city of Lancaster along with other 
deputies from HIT. They were in search of a known and wanted parolee-at-large, who was believed 
to be armed and dangerous and on the premises. SE 2nd Pederson were detailed to the rear of 
the residence, to provide containment and search or clear sheds and buildings on the property. They 
were both wearing a standard Class B uniform witha clearly marked Sheriff's green vest over their 
uniform shirt. 
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In the large rear yard they approached what appeared to be a wooden. storage shed. Prior to 
approaching this shed, they had already cleared three structures on the property. The shed had an 
unlocked, swinging door located on the east side of the structie. Inside of the swinging door was a 
pinned and hanging blanket on the doorway that prevented view of the interior. 


HB nace no announcement and proceeded to move the swinging door and blanket away from 
the threshold in order to peer into the dimly lit shed and clear it for occupants, When he did so, he 
was immediately confronted by the barrel of what appeared to be a hunting rifle. The rifle was 
being held in a threatening manner by the silhouette of a male inside the shed. The male was later 
identified as Angel Mendez. 


MB 2s startled and feared he would be killed. He immediately shouted, “Gun, Gun,” and 
simultaneously fired multiple shots from his duty weapon! at Mendez, who was located on a bed 
inside the shed. While firing, he tried moving away from the entryway to take cover but could only 
find concealment behind the thin wooden walls of the shed. 


Pederson also observed the rifle pointed in cirection when they initially opened the door, 
She heard shout, “Gun, gun,” and saw n fire. She instinctively moved to her left in 

direction. She feared that both she nd BE ou be killed and fired multiple rounds 
from her service weapon? at Mendez. 


After the shooting subsided esses the occupants out of the shed. Mendez stood up with 
his hands empty and shouted, Tm sorry, it was only a BB gun!” He also stated that he had been 
shot in the leg and crawled out of the shed. He was followed by a female, who had 
a gunshot wound to the shoulder, When both parties were secure, illuminated the interior of 
the shed with his flashlight and observed the rifle lying atop the bed inside the shed. Upon 
subsequent inspection, the rifle was determined to be a “Daisy Powerline 880” BB gun rifle. 


Mendez and i- both transported to Antelope Valley Medical Center where they were 
treated for non-life threatening gunshot wounds. 


Angel Mendez’s Statement’ 


Mendez indicated that he was friends with the primary resident at the property, iy He 

and his B had permission to reside inside a wooden shed in the backyard. 

The shed was only 8’ x 12’ but was equipped with an air conditioner, a bed and a television. He and 
d been residing there for months. 


Captain David Smith 


? A Beretta, model 92FS, 9mm Luger caliber semiautomatic pistol. 

? A Beretta, model 92FS, 9mm Luger caliber semiautomatic pistol. 

was pregnant at the time but there was no injury or danger to the feius as a result of the shooting. 
tatement is consistent with Mendez’s statement. She added that Mendez was addicted to 

methamphetamine and would often stay up all night shooting at rats on the property with a BB gun, 
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Mendez apologized for causing the shooting and explained that he was merely holding a BB rifle 
when he and a... shot by deputies. He 2nd had falien asleep on the bed with the air 
conditioner running. Due to a rodent problem on the property, he kept a BB rifle in the shed, which 
was lying next to him at the time of the incident. Just before the shooting, he heard footsteps 
approaching the door and thought it was preparing to enter the shed. He began to sit 
up on the bed and picked up the rifle to place it on the floor. While holding the rifle in his hand, the 
shed door was opened and instantaneously, gunfire erupted from outside the shed. He recalls 
holding the rifle for mere moments before the shooting began. He said, “They shot and shot and 
didn’t say anything.” 


He did not initially recognize the source of the shooting as being deputy sheriffs but soon after 
seeing the images outside, he knew they were in fact deputies. Realizing that the deputies were 
shooting at him because he appeared armed, he began to shout that the rifle was a BB gun. He 
complied when the deputies ordered him out. He told them that he and GEE were injured and 
crawled out of the shed. 


Upon exiting the shed, he was immediately treated by the deputies. He felt they were “wonderful 
and onit.” Although he could not initially understand why the deputies shot him, he agreed that 
based on the circumstances and the individual they were looking for, the deputies would have 
reason to shoot upon seeing him holding a rifle. 


Mendez and BE criminal History 


Angel Mendez and 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in defense of others if it reasonably 
appears that the person claiming the right actually and reasonably believed that he or others were in 
imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. People v. Randle (2005) 35 Cal.4th 987, 994; 
People v. Mercer (1962) 210 Cal.App.2d 153. 


In determining the reasonableness of an officer’s actions, allowances must be made for the fact 
that police officers are often forced to make split-second judgments, in circumstances that are 
tense, uncertain and rapidly evolving, about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular 
situation. Graham v. Connor (1989) 490 U.S. 386, 396-398. An officer may reasonably use 
deadly force when he confronts a suspect in close proximity whose actions indicate intent to 
attack; in those circumstances. the court cannot ask officers to hold fire in order to ascertain 
whether the suspect will, in fact, injure or murder the officer. Martinez v. County of Los Angeles 
(1996) 47 Cal. App.4® 334. 
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Given the rapidly evolving, life-threatening situation that confronted Deputies rn 


land Jennifer Pederson, we conclude that they acted in lawful self-defense and defense of 
each other, We are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this matter, 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


f- 
By Rese AL eee a 


ROSA ALARCON 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 


c: Deputy 
Deputy Jennifer Pederson 
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Lancaster 


Report Date. Bureau/Staton/Faciity. i a 

10/01/2010 Lancaster Station AOA ET Ti X 
URN 010-21291-1126-055 Oaks 10/01/2010 Tipe 1245 Hrs. 
city or Station: Nature of incdent’ Deputies were actively searching a location for a 


Location: M 3th Street West 


parolee at large when they were confronted by suspect who pointed 
la rifle at them. Deputies struck the suspect several times and also 
Istruck a pregnant female adult who was next to the suspect. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING 


UNIT: LANCASTER STATION 
DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT: OCTOBER 1, 2010 (FRIDAY) @ 1245 HRS. 


LOCATION: B STREET WEST 
LANCASTER, CA 93534 


URN: 010-21291-1126-055 
[AB #: SH2274774 


OPENING STATEMENT 


On October 1, 2010, IAB investigators Sergeant Patrick Kim, Sergeant Chad Smeltzer and 
Lieutenant Alicia Ault responded to a Deputy-involved, on-duty, hit shooting in the 
Lancaster patrol area. Homicide investigators informed them that — aa 
land Deputy Jennifer M. Pederson shot and injured a male adult suspect and a 
female adult, who were inside an outbuilding structure in the rear yard of the location. 


SYNOPSIS 


Lancaster Station detectives received information that a parolee at large they had been 
seeking was at a local business establishment. They, along with COPS Bureau Deputies 
Pederson and{ilesponded, but were unable to locate the parolee, however, they 
obtained information that he may be at a nearby residence. 


Upon arriving at the residence, deputies made contact with the owner of the property at the 
front door. Deputies Pederson and]walked to the rear of the location and saw what 
appeared to be a windowless outbuilding. They did not issue any verbal announcement 
prior to opening the door. Upon opening the door, they saw Suspect Mendez inside, sitting 
in the darkness and pointing what they believed to be a barrel of a rifle at them. There was 
no verbal exchange between the deputies and Suspect Mendez. The deputies fired a total 
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of fifteen rounds at Suspect Mendez as they retreated in an attempt to find cover and 
concealment. Suspect Mendez did not fire his weapon. 


Suspect Mendez sustained gunshot wounds to the torso, arms, and legs. A female adult, 
Victim ho was laying on the bed behind Suspect Mendez, was struck by one round 
from the deputies’ weapon in the shoulder during the shooting. 


Immediately after the gunfire, Suspect Mendez and Victim HB complied with verbal 
commands given by Deputies en Pederson to exit the outbuilding. Sergeant 
Gregory Minster, who was already on scene, immediately summoned paramedics for 
Suspect Mendez and Victim while deputy personnel used a Department issued 
trauma shooting kit, to triage their injuries. 


Suspect Mendez was transported to Antelope Valley Hospital where he was treated for his 
injuries. He was not in custody. Victim Bas transported to Antelope Valley Hospital 
where she was treated and released. No deputies were injured. 


The investigation immediately following the incident revealed that the rifle in Suspect 
Mendez’ possession was a BB rifle. 


Homicide investigators conducted a shooting investigation as documented in the Homicide 
Investigation Book [Exhibit A]. 
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INVOLVED PERSONNEL AND EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY 


0p N 


Lancaster Station 
Date of employment 


Ea 
Date assigned to patrol 
Date completed patrol training 
Date assigned to Transit Services Bureau 
| 
zz 


Prior shooting incidents 
Prior founded force incidents 


Deputy Jennifer M. Pederson 4 


Lancaster Station 
Date of employment 04-17-06 
Date assigned to patrol [ise 


Prior shooting incidents 
Prior founded force incidents 


Date completed patrol training Ea 
Date assigned to Transit Services Bureau 


SUSPECT INFORMATION 


Angel Michael Mendez 
MH/30, DOB: 04-09-80, 5' 7", 170 Ibs 


cil IAIN FBI 


Suspect Mendez’ criminal history dates back EE E 
EE a LE E] For further information regarding Suspect Mendez’ 


criminal history, refer to the Homicide Investigation Book [Exhibit A] page 77. 


WITNESS 


Pf <a 
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INJURIES 


Suspect Mendez sustained one gunshot wound to the right forearm, one gunshot wound 
to the right rear thigh, and one gunshot wound to the lumbar area. Refer to the video 
footage of Suspect Mendez taken immediately after the incident [EXHIBIT C]. He received 
treatment at Antelope Valley Hospital, where he was listed in critical condition. Attempts 
by IAB investigators to contact Suspect Mendez to obtain his authorization for his medical 
records regarding this incident were met with negative results. Furthermore, Antelope 
Valley Hospital had no medical records on file for Suspect Mendez being treated on 
October 1, 2010. 


Witness fEEEsustained a gunshot wound to her right shoulder, which broke her 
collarbone. She received treatment at Antelope Valley Hospital and was released the 
same day. 


No deputies were injured. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


Homicide investigators and Scientific Services Bureau personnel collected physical 
evidence at the scene. For descriptions of the evidence collected and where it was 
collected, refer to the Homicide Investigation Book [Exhibit A] pages 34-38 and 56-70. 


INVESTIGATORS OBSERVATIONS 


IAB investigators responded to the shooting scene and saw expended shell casings on the 
ground of the rear yard of the location. There was a large, black dog, apparently dead, 
laying approximately ten yards inside the entrance to the yard. There was a four-wajled 
makeshift structure made of plywood, in the middle of the rear yard, with a door facing 
east. Refer to the disc containing photographs of the shooting scene [Exhibit B]. 


WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY CONLEY 


Deputy BEM fired ten rounds of Department issued 9mm ammunition from his 
Department issued Beretta 92FS 9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
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WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY PEDERSON 


Deputy Pederson fired five rounds of Department issued 9mm ammunition from her 
Department issued Beretta 92FS 9mm semi-automatic pistol. 


WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT MENDEZ 


Suspect Mendez possessed a “Daisy Powerline 880S" BB rifle. Refer to the Homicide 
Investigation Book [Exhibit A] page 36 and the disc containing photographs of the 
shooting scene [Exhibit B] for more details. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE 


None 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS AND CHARGES FILED 


Investigators: Homicide Bureau Sergeant ECE 
Sergeant Robert J. Gray 

Charges filed: 417.4 PC, exhibiting an imitation firearm, was filed on Suspect 
Mendez. 

Case status: On November 17, 2010, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's 


Office declined to prosecute Suspect Mendez for the charge filed. 
Refer to the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] page 55. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The shooting occurred at approximately 1245 hours. The weather was overcast, cool, and 
dry. Deputies J and Pederson were outside, ‘ooking into a windowless, unlit 
outbuilding, where Suspect Mendez was located 
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The following are synopses of interviews. Refer to the attached digitally audio 
recorded interviews and verbatim transcriptions for additional information and 
precise wording. 


INVOLVED DEPUTY STATEMENTS 


Deputy as 


Homicide investigators interviewed Deputy | the date of this incident. IAB 
investigators reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the 
information contained on pages 46-47 of the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT AJ 
was an accurate summarization of the interview. In accordance with Department protocol, 
Deputy Kid not author a report regarding this incident. [AB investigators conducted 
a Force Review interview on April 19, 2011. 


Deputy [told |AB investigators he and Deputy Pederson were involved in a search 
for a suspect who was known to be armed in the past, but did not know whether he was 
armed at the time. Upon approaching the shack in the rear yard, he communicated to 
Deputy Pederson, who was immediately next to him, prior to opening the door. He pulled 
the door open and encountered Suspect Mendez pointing the barrel of a rifle at his face 
from a seated position in the dark. 


Deputy stated he thought Suspect Mendez “had the jump” on him and was going 
to kill him. He did not have time to give Suspect Mendez verbal commands to drop the 
gun. He yelled, “Gun!” and fired ten rounds in rapic succession as he and Deputy 
Pederson retreated in unison to find concealment. Deputy stated the encounter 
lasted approximately fifteen seconds, and that it was his intention to “overbear” the threat 
with firepower so he wouldn't have a chance to shoot him or Deputy Pederson. 


Deputy [stated he had a tactical light attached to his weapon, but could not recall 
if he illuminated it during the incident. He was approximately between two and four feet 
from Suspect Mendez and aimed at his center mass. He did not see Witness 

inside the shed until after the gunfire stopped. 


Deputy Jennifer M. Pederson 


Homicide investigators interviewed Deputy Pederson on the date of this incident. [AB 
investigators reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the 
information contained on pages 47-48 of the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] 
was an accurate summarization of the interview. In accordance with Department protocol, 
Deputy Pedersen did not author a report regarding this incident. JAB investigators 
conducted a Force Review interview on April 19, 2011. 
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Deputy Pederson told JAB investigators that she and Deputy Bec at the location 
in search of a known parolee at large. Prior to opening the door to the shed, they were in 
close proximity to each other and used non-verbal communication Deputy Benci 
the door to the shack, at which time she saw Suspect Mendez inside, laying on his left side 
on a mat, and holding a rifle with his right hand. Suspect Mendez pointed the barrel at 
them as if he was going to shoot them. 


Deputy Pederson stated she was positioned behind Deputy [fend offset to his left, 
as she fired five rounds in rapid succession to stop the perceived threat. She initially used 
the point and shoot method and then picked up the weapon's sights for better accuracy. 
At the time of the shooting, she saw Vict N -yro parallel behind Suspect 
Mendez. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 
Sergeant Gregory Minster 


Homicide investigators interviewed Sergeant Minster on October 1, 2010. JAB 
investigators reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the 
information contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] pages 48-50 was 
an accurate summarization of the interview. Sergeant Minster said he was inside the 
primary residence when he heard eight to ten gunshots emanating from the backyard. He 
and Deputy Cox ran to the backyard in response to the gunfire. He did not witness any 
part of the shooting. 


Deputy Billy Cox 


Homicide investigators interviewed Deputy Cox on October 1, 2010. IAB investigators 
reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the information 
contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] pages 50-51 was an accurate 
summarization of the interview. Deputy Cox said he was inside the primary residence 
when he heard multiple gunshots coming from the reer yard where he knew Deputies 
a: Pederson were. He and Sergeant Minster responded te the rear yard, where 
they encountered a vicious dog, which he shot once. The shooting of the animal was 
handled by Lancaster Station. He did not witness any part of the shooting. 
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Deputy Veronica Ramirez 


Homicide investigators interviewed Deputy Veronica Ramirez on October 1, 2010. IAB 
investigators reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the 
information contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] pages 51-52 was 
an accurate summarization of the interview. Deputy Ramirez said she was inside the 
primary residence when he heard gunfire in the backyard. She responded to the backyard 
behind Sergeant Minster and Deputy Cox. She did not witness any pari of the shooting. 


Homicide investigators interviewed few oe October 1, 2010. IAB investigators 
reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the information 
contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] pages 38-39 was an accurate 
summarization of the interview. Ms Hs ic she was handcuffed in the patrol car that 
was parked in front of her house when she heard around ten gunshots. She did not 
witness any part of the shooting. 


Homicide investigators interviewed Ee: October 1, 2010. IAB 
investigators reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the 
information contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] page 44 was an 
accurate summarization of the interview. ‘i oc he was in his residence, 
which is adjacent to the location of the incident. He saw deputies in the rear yard of the 
location with their guns drawn, at which time he went to a neighbor's house across the 
street. He heard multiple gunshots coming from the backyard of the location, but did not 
witness any part of the shooting. 


Homicide investigators interviewed Witness EE on October 1, 2010. IAB 
investigators reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the 
information contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] pages 44-46 was 
an accurate summarization of the interview. Witness [said she was laying next to 
Suspect Mendez when she heard the door opening. Suspect Mendez then grabbed the 
BB gun. She complied with the deputies’ verbal commands and turned her head toward 
the wall (away from the deputies), at which time she heard gunfire and felt pain and 
pressure to her left shoulder. 
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SUSPECT STATEMENT 
Angel Michael Mendez 


Homicide investigators interviewed Suspect Mendez on October 2, 2010. IAB investigators 
reviewed the audio recording of the interview and determined that the information 
contained in the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A] pages 53-54 was an accurate 
summarization of the interview. Suspect Mendez said he heard the sound of footsteps 
approaching the door, and thought it was 4 sat up and picked up the rifle 
which was lying next to him on the bed, to re-position it on the ground. As he was holding 
the rifle, the door opened and gunfire erupted into the shed. Suspect Mendez said, “They 
shot and shot and didn’t say anything.” He realized that the deputies were shooting at him 
because he appeared to be armed, at which time he shouted that the rifle was a BB rifle 
or replica. 
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INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 
INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY ADDENDUM 


IAB# SH2274774 
INVOLVED DEPUTY: Deputy EB | 
Jennifer M. Pederson 
Lancaster Station 
LOCATION: ME «8° street West 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
INCIDENT DATE: October 1, 2010 
PRIMARY 
INVESTIGATOR: Sergeant Patrick Kim 


ADDENDUM SUMMARY 

The purpose of this addendum is add documentation to the shooting review under IAB 
case #SH2274774. The documents came to the investigator after the case was submitted. 
The addendum is to be added to the original case file for documentation purposes. 
EXHIBITS 


D District Attorney Letter of Opinion, dated May 25, 2011 
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